Horsetails in Edinburgh / Lothians 


Contents: Field, Marsh, Water, Rough, Shady, Wood, Great, Variegated Horsetails 
Equisetum arvense, palustre, fluviatile, hyemale, pratense, sylvaticum, telmateia, variegatum 


Pay attention to: cut stem e sheath teeth e branching (and sub-branching - ‘frilly’) e cut branch e length of first branch’s first node. 
Notes: There are hybrids (. The fertile stage appears before the sterile. Horsetails produce spores like ferns. 
No Branches : Generally Water (fluviatile), but see also Rough (hyemale), Variegated (variegatum), Branched (ramosissimum) 


Ordinary Dry Places : Generally Field (arvense) or Wood (sylvaticum) 
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Water Horsetail - Common outside city on W and S - Equisetum fluviatile 
see under for similar Rough Horsetail 
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Rough Horsetail - Rare : Livingston, Roslin, Carlops - Equisetum hyemale 
Differences between Water and Rough Horsetails as follows:- 


Water : Fertile top Rough : Fertile top Water : Sheath Teeth Rough : Sheath Teeth 
Flat Pointed Persistent Fall + Orangey & Black Bands 
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Wikipedia Aphotoflora 





Shady Horsetail - Rare: Gorebridge, Penicuik (river banks with light shade) - Equisetum pratense 
Stem rough to 30cm; roundish with 8-20 ridges (like Water) and 50% width hollow (reminding of 
Water); White margin to sheath teeth (like Marsh); Branches flex down (like Wood) but not frilly 
(not sub-branched), and 3-angled. 


OUTSIDE REGION:- 

Branched/Boston Horsetail - extremely rare in the UK (a few spots in S of England) - similar to 
Rough Horsetail but may have branches and may have thin white edging to sheath teeth. Hollow 
stem (like water but thicker and firm), 10-20 ridges, branches 6-10 angled, not inflated around 
sheath - Equisetum ramosissimum 
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Wood Horsetail - Patchily outside city on W and S - Equisetum sylvaticum 





AGE SRE i! "4h ag 7 c “A i ign oe en, eee ae, VI F 
,with:subbranches)\\ ; el ae; ial eK NS Very tidgy stem 


4%, x ‘i 7 4 ied Half-hollow - 








3-4 angled branch 


- 
22 





Great Horsetail - Occasional : Roslin Glen, Queensferry, Mid Calder (Calder Wood) - Equisetum 
telmateia 


Hollow stem (presses) 
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Variegated Horsetail - Occasional : Aberlady to Gullane, N Berwick, Whitburn - Equisetum 
variegatum 
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HYBRIDS to bear in mind or for research 


Equisetum x litorale (Shore Horsetail) = E. fluviatile x E. arvense (Water x Field) 
Sporadically met in region. Has a large stem cavity like (but less than) Water but branches 
fewer more prominent ribs (6-12), longer sheath teeth with minute black apex, yellowish 
cones (cones rare) 
Equisetum x rothmaleri = E. arvense x E. palustre (Field x Marsh) 
Rare in region. Like a yellow-green palustre with more significantly angled branches. 
Equisetum x dycei = E. fluviatile x E. palustre (Water x Marsh) 
Rare in region. Like x litorale but lowest branch first node about length of adjacent sheath, 9 
shallow stem furrows. 
Equisetum x mildeanum = E. pratense x E. sylvaticum (Shady x Wood) 
Recorded in Roslin 


Unrecorded in region but theoretically possible 
Equisetum x font-queri = E. palustre x E. telmateia (Marsh x Great) 


Like a slender telateia but long branchless stretch at stem top 
Equisetum x robertsii = E. arvense x E. telmateia = (Field x Great) 
Equisetum x bowmanii = E. sylvaticum x E. telmateia (Wood x Great) 
Equisetum x willmotii = E. fluviatile x E. telmateia (Water x Great) 
Equisetum x mchaffieae = E. fluviatile x E. pratense (Water x Shady) 
Equisetum x trachyodon (Mackay's Horsetail) = E. hyemale x E. variegatum (Rough x Variegated) 


Info 
Updated : 2019-03-06 - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


